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: ;ould Press |
“Guard U. S. Secrets?

Date:

i‘
' manned by experts in Whet¥
"have eonfidence, there can be no genm
.eral gygreement on what should he

T " YInless theic is &’ segyl

‘withheld and what should be printed. |

SPEAKING before newspaper |

’publishers in New, York last week,
Pres1den1: Kennedy urged the adoption |
,of voluntary censorship by the Ameri-

nan press as a means of aiding the na-

tlonal security. N

;. Some administration, officials (but
‘ <not Kennedy himself)
;'-BnXIOUS to find a scapego

: vasmn preparatmns < 1_
trary to Amerwan secur&ty in reporting
- on the training of CuBan refugees in
¢ Guatemala. Certainly dastrp, with his .
" network of Comr_ﬁunist spies, knew
_dangerous to the

‘ ‘ nce Ag_ency
€ the
cans V?Ere P’fwﬁiﬁg the professional; -

military direction. -Wul
.rtb A‘merlcan mterests if - the United |

BUT sﬂonﬂﬁsi the Aype ool off1-~

, cxal-voluntary” censomhlp which pre- _!

\ vailed durifig, Warld War I, we do not
belreve any prefram for/wighky
" this’ type of information 1s
. Americah .new 1:gf;per editors ‘¢

jserve their coifhtry in the. begt

| | possible; but thege is no way t6° Heter- |

' mine when a secret should be withheld !

'in the national interest. Officials al-

i ways try to hide their mistakes, for ex- |
" ample, and newsmen just as regularly f
try to ferret them out e T
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e been so -
Yfor the ill- -
-fated Cuban invasion that they are now
! blamlng newspapers for reportlng in- 1

l ‘&ggp@rtu}g that :

offort and fhat Ames- :

40- deng, any part1c1pa- ;

¥This gives a competitive advantage to
: the newsman who concludes, perhaps -
_sincedely or perhaps selfishly, that the
¢national secunty is not mvolved

i

FURTHERMORE we questio n.

" { whether any ogerahon whlch canno‘c‘

Sa

first-rate and, in the case of the Cuban

. l invasion, probably knew a*good” deal
There _was, of coursg, nmﬁhm'g con-

more about the operation than Ameri-
can newsmen. The Communists gained
a propaganda, not a military, advantage
from reporting of the preparations in
the American” press. Red propaganda

the U. S. of participating’ in this in-

vasion.” Commumst organs could de- |
clare: “U. S. publications admit Ameri-

can” participation.” .

But, while the American news-
. papers will explore any means of co-
“operating.with government officials on
- “such matters, we fear there is no solu- :

tion short of the wartime type ‘of cen-

irresponsible segments of the communi-

was not limited to saying, “We accuse.

be kept.secret from newsmen CN
kept secret from the Communists. T

Communist espionage organization is '

— el .

sorship. And the-non-cooperators and -

cations industry would wreck even
such a program unless conditions, ap- |

proximating wartime crisis exist, ¥
. 4 .
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